CHAPTER  VIIL

AS  SON AND  COURTIER.
1577-1578.

HILE Philip Sidney was out of
England his sister Maty was
married to Henry Herbert, the
second Earl of Pembroke. This,
if scarcely an ideal union, seems
not to have been unwelcome to
Mary or to have caused her un-
happiness, and it was helpful to Philip in providing
him with another relative at Court who, though less
influential, was richer and worthier than his uncle, the
Earl of Leicester.

The Earl of Pembroke's father, whose wife was
sister to Catherine Parr, the last consort of Henry
the Eighth, had been in great favour during that
monarch's later years, and had acquired much wealth
by the spoliation of Church lands. He had prospered
as a zealous Protestant in King Edward's day, as a
zealous Catholic under Queen Mary, and as a zealous
Protestant again under Queen Elizabeth, until his
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